
Comment Period on Second Draft of 
Japan’s New MRL Positive List 
Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare 
(MHLW) released the Second Provisional Draft of 
Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) on August 20. 
This list is open for public comment until  
November 30, 2004. 
 
Unofficial instructions for public comments are  
available in the Foreign Agricultural Service’s GAIN 
Report JA4067.   
 
USDA Issues Interim COOL Rule for 
Fish and Shellfish 
On September 30, 2004, the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture issued an interim final rule for the  
mandatory country of origin labeling (COOL)  
program for fish and shellfish as required by the 2002 
Farm Bill. The 2004 Appropriations Act delayed the 
applicability of mandatory COOL to the other  
covered commodities, other than fish and shellfish, 
until Sept. 30, 2006. 
 
“USDA received over 5,600 comments on the  
proposed rule for COOL, which have been carefully 
considered in developing a fair and effective interim 
final rule,” said Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) Administrator A.J. Yates. 
 
Details are available on the AMS website at 
www.ams.usda.gov/COOL/, which provides links to 
the ruling as published in the Federal Register and the 
AMS news release.    
 
Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act 
Passes House 
A bill to “ensure an abundant and affordable supply 
of highly nutritious fruits, vegetables, and other  
specialty crops” was passed unanimously in a late-
night session of the House on October 7, 2004 and 
has been received in the Senate.  HR 3242 includes 
provisions for additional research initiatives for 
methyl bromide alternatives, specialty crop clean air 
benefits, and produce quality improvement. 
 
Further details are available on the Thomas website at   
http://thomas.loc.gov/.  This site provides online  
legislative information and is a service of the Library 
of Congress.   
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EXPORT  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
• China:  squid, cranberries, dried 

tomatoes, walnuts, cotton, fresh 
and dried jellyfish, hides, and 
pistachios 

• Korea:  protein powders 
• Saudi Arabia:  milk powder 
• Tajikistan:  frozen beef and 

chicken 
• Thailand:  wine and fresh berries 
• Turkey:  soybean meal 
• Yemen:  sweet whey powder, 
   wheat, and semolina 
 
For details, please contact AEP 
at aepinfo@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
Opportunities Await at 
Food & Hotel Korea 
Food & Hotel Korea 2005 will be 
held at COEX in Seoul on March 
16-18, 2005.  The show will once 
again attract top quality visitors 
from the entire South Korean food 
and hospitality industry.  
 
This will be an excellent 
opportunity for companies to 
participate in the growing Korean 
market.   
 
Top California exports to Korea in 
2002 included oranges, beef, cot-
ton, dairy, hay, almonds, processed 
tomatoes, rice, grape juice, walnuts, 
lemons, wine, raisins, and grape-
fruit. 
 
For further information, please 
contact Shelby Kerns at (208) 332-
8678 or skerns@idahoag.us.   
 
 

RECENT FAS / USDA  
REPORTS 

 
The following reports of interest 
were released during the month of 
September.  The reports are  
available at www.fas.usda.gov.  
EU-25:  FAIRS Report  
Greece:  Country Report 
Australia:  Exporter Guide 
Korea: Exporter Guide 
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CDFA / AEP INTERNATIONAL VISITORS  
PROGRAM 
October 15, 2004, Sacramento 
A visit to CDFA from the Ambassador of Bulgaria, 
Her Excellency Elena Poptodorova, is being  
facilitated by AEP.  
 
CDFA / AEP IV PROGRAM 
November 30, 2004, Sacramento 
AEP is coordinating a visit to CDFA from the  
Israeli Minister of Agriculture and Rural  
Development, His Excellency Israel Katz.  
 
SOUTHEAST ASIA PMA DELEGATION 
October 19-22, 2004, Southern California 
AEP will facilitate a fresh fruit and vegetable  
buying delegation in coordination with WUSATA, 
the Agricultural Trade Office in Jakarta, and  
California agricultural organizations. 
 
U.S.-AFRICA AGRIBUSINESS CONFERENCE  
November 7-10, 2004, Monterey 
AEP is collaborating on this event.  CDFA  
Undersecretary Chuck Ahlem will speak at the  
conference, which will bring together key players in 
the agribusiness industry from the United States and 
Africa, including business, farming, and  
government leaders.  For details and registration, 
please follow the link at 
www.calagexports.com/trade_show_cal.asp.  
 
For more information, please e-mail AEP at 
aepinfo@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
New Regulations for Labeling  
California Tomatoes  
A tomato may now be labeled as “vine-ripened” 
only if it begins to change from green to red while 
still on the vine.  The new labeling requirements 
were sought by the tomato industry to ensure that 
consumers get what they pay for and to protect the 
investments of farmers who incur higher production 
costs in order to enter the niche market.  Producers 
who violate the new regulations risk having their 
products pulled from retail shelves. 
 
Source:  CDFA Press Release 
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